Pain description in patients with isolated proximal (without distal) exercise-related lower limb arterial ischemia.
Among the last 250 claudicants referred to the laboratory for transcutaneous oxygen pressure recording at exercise, we analyzed the symptoms reported by the 36 patients who showed isolated proximal (without distal) ischemia. Among the symptomatic proximal sites cited by these patients, the hip and thigh represent 60%, whereas the buttock is cited in fewer than 25% of cases. Buttock symptoms are reported in only 31% of symptomatic patients. 'Buttock' claudication is probably not the dominant symptom in isolated proximal vascular ischemia. Assessing proximal lower limb ischemia through the sole detection of 'buttock pain' could contribute to the underestimation of proximal vascular ischemia.